DATE

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor of California

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Sign AB 346 (Conway)

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The (AGENCY) strongly urges your signature on AB 346 (Conway).  AB 346 is an urgency measure to address the unintended impact of legislation passed and signed into law last year (AB 1025 – Conway) relating to the fingerprinting of employees and volunteers of a school district who supervise, coach or direct students at school activities.

The intent of AB 1025 was to close the perceived gap between coaches hired by a school district and required to be fingerprinted vs. walk-on coaches who volunteer or are employed by a school’s booster club who are not required by law to be fingerprinted prior to working with students.  AB 1025 imposed new requirements on school districts regarding the fingerprinting of all non-certificated employees and volunteers who direct, coach, or supervise a wide range of student activities.  The bill required anyone who met this standard to go to the Commission on Teacher Credentialing to be fingerprinted and receive an Activities Supervisor Clearance Certificate, ASCC.  These new requirements are set to take effect July 1, 2010.

AB 1025 would require our classified employees and every non-certificated employee or volunteer who works in the capacity of a coach, director or supervisor of a student activity to go to the CTC and even if these individuals had been fingerprinted before, to receive another set of fingerprints in order to receive the ASCC.  This would result in an additional $106 per person.  In addition, should an individual go directly to the CTC, there is no mechanism for the CTC to notify a school district if this person committed a crime therefore leaving the school district with enormous liability and the students unsafe.  To ensure they are protected, school districts would be forced to require a second set of fingerprints so they can be notified if a situation occurs.

After months of discussions to resolve this and many other issues, the Legislature and school and parent representatives have reached agreement on language that will not only meet the intent of AB 1025, but would broaden the number of individuals who must be fingerprinted by both the Department of Justice and FBI in order to volunteer or work with pupils in specified pupil activities. AB 346 is critical to provide clarity to the requirements of AB 1025.  Without correction, schools must begin to meet its provisions by July 1, 2010 and risk losing thousands of volunteers and employees simply because they cannot afford the extra burden of acquiring a second set of fingerprints and the ASCC.  AB 346 ensures a broader number of individuals are fingerprinted and provides the information in a timely manner to school districts in order to protect the safety of their students.  

We strongly urge your quick action to sign AB 346 when it comes before you.  Thank you for your help in protecting the students of this state.
Sincerely,

