The Honorable Jerry Brown, Governor
SB 429 (DeSaulnier) Summer Learning– Support

<<Please amend this letter to incorporate your program/agency information. Please format the content on your letterhead and fax to Jerry Brown, Governor, at  FAX: (916) 558-3160 [Phone: (916) 445-2841]. 

Please copy Senator DeSaulnier at FAX: (916) 445-2527 [Phone: (916) 651-4007].>> 
<Today's Date>
The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor of the State of California
State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
FAX: (916) 558-3160
RE: SB 429 (DeSaulnier) Summer Learning– Support
Dear Governor Brown:

On behalf of <Organization / Individual>, I am writing to support Senate Bill 429, which would improve summer learning programs for children across California. The changes proposed in this bill will provide local flexibility and create more opportunities for students—especially low-income students—to succeed.  SB 429 provides creative solutions to improving services to children in a time of diminished resources – with no additional cost to the state.

The summer months represent a crucial time for students. A deep body of research has identified “summer slide” as the learning losses that occur for all students during the summer months. Summer learning loss is especially significant for low-income children and youth whose families cannot afford camps, vacations, and other educationally enriching activities. It is estimated that a full two-thirds of the 9th grade achievement gap can be attributed to summer learning loss. Additionally, the health of children is also at risk during the summer months as access to healthy meals and physical activity decreases.  

Senate Bill 429 is important to efforts to decrease the impact of summer learning loss by giving existing recipients of state and federal after school grants flexibility in how they spend summer supplemental grants. This bill would:

· Allow programs to operate an extended program for six hours per day. The extended program hours are critical to provide a more comprehensive program that supports the needs of parents and students.  
· Allow students from an entire district to enroll in summer programs. This will accommodate students at low-income schools that may not have supplemental grant funds to run summer programming.  
· Clarify that programs may operate off-site. As schools become more likely to close their doors during the summer months, utilizing an alternate location is important to the success of the program. 
Senate Bill 429 offers an opportunity to maximize summer learning opportunities without increasing grant size or creating additional expenditures. The bill accomplishes this by simply improving the structure and utilization of the existing after school supplemental grants (i.e., After School Education and Safety Program and 21st Century Community Learning Centers program funds).  

When implemented, this bill will improve access to summer programs for thousands of children and youth, and subsequently improve outcomes for the participating youth.

 Sincerely,


<Signed>
<Name and Title> 
cc:
Senator Mark DeSaulnier
Fax: (916) 445-2527
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