LETTERHEAD
DATE
The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: 916-558-3160
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

I am writing to express support for SB 798 (DeSaulnier) which would provide much needed resources for summer learning programs to low-income children through California’s federal 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program (21st CCLC).
The 21st CCLC program supports before school, after school and summer programs for children attending schools in low-income communities. The original implementation plan for 21st CCLC did not accommodate the range of needs throughout the year, including services during periods when the school is closed (e.g. vacation periods, intersession). Research is very clear about the negative impacts that occur when children lack learning opportunities during the months when they are not in school. This phenomenon called “Summer Learning Loss” or “Summer Slide” disproportionately affects low-income children and is also cumulative over time.  Some researchers attribute as much as 2/3 of the achievement gap to a lack of summer learning opportunities.  

In addition, research also shows that children gain weight more rapidly in the summer if they don’t have access to organized recreational or physical activity programs.  Nearly all children enrolled in publicly funded after school programs also receive free or reduced price meals during the school year, and without those meals in the summer, many are receiving lower-quality foods that are causing weight gain. 
This bill would dedicate 15% of the 21st CCLC dollars, once an additional federal appropriation is secured, to critically needed summer learning programs.  Earlier this month a U.S. Senate Appropriations subcommittee voted to increase the 21st CCLC program by $100 million, so now is the time for California to make this important change. 

In addition, this bill would ensure the continuity of successful 21st CCLC program, by giving priority to programs with expiring 21st CCLC grants that are submitting new grant applications and have met their projected pupil outcomes satisfactorily. Federal law prohibits the renewal of a 21st CCLC grant.  This provision ensures the continuity of quality after school programs at schools and in neighborhoods that are in need of such programs

As you know, after school and summer programs are not only a critical support for children’s learning and development, but also for working families.  Thank you for your support of SB 798.  
Sincerely,
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cc:
Bonnie Reiss, Secretary of Education
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