[YOUR LETTERHEAD]

[DATE]

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor of the State of California

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: 916-558-3160

Subject: Senate Bill 1357 (Steinberg) - SUPPORT

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

On behalf of [YOUR ORGANIZATION], we write to ask for your support for SB 1357.  This bill, contingent on Federal Funding for this purpose (roughly $300,000), would require the Department of Education to modify the statewide data system to incorporate attendance data.

As you know, with your support and leadership, California has undergone a comprehensive effort to improve access to and the use of data to improve instruction and inform policy.  These efforts can be leveraged to support early warning systems to help identify and support students at risk of academic failure and dropout, even in the earliest of grades.

However, absent SB 1357, attendance data will not even be included in the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, resulting in inadequate support for districts and a diminished ability to evaluate the impact of programs statewide.  In fact, according to the Data Quality Campaign, California is one of only seven states that do not collect individual attendance data.

To make matters worse, there is no systemic mechanism for longitudinal attendance data on highly mobile students, those often most at risk, to be transferred and included within a pupil’s longitudinal record when a student enrolls in a new district.  SB 1357 effectively and efficiently resolves this challenge, providing much greater transparency and the ability for districts to attend to the individual student’s needs at entry.

 

In terms of research, researchers have been able to identify and use highly predictive indicators, particularly chronic absence, to accurately identify over half of a district’s future dropouts as early as the 6th grade.  In fact, even in kindergarten and 1st grade, chronic absence is associated with lower academic performance in the later grades, especially for children living in poverty.  And in the later grades, a study of Los Angeles Unified School District found that graduation rates were only 17 percent for students who were “chronically absent” (more than 10 percent of the school year) in the 9th grade. 

SB 1357 provides a systemic mechanism to ensure that student attendance can be tracked, shared and analyzed.  It supports districts in this endeavor and has the ability to save millions in classroom funding through effective strategies that can be more readily initiated once the data are standardized and commonly included statewide.

A reasonable question as to what funding would be available to support this effort does exist.  Both the President and both houses of Congress have taken action on at least three 2011 Federal funding sources that could directly support this work, including another round of funding for the Institute of Education Sciences’ Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems grant program.

 

Finally, it should be noted that SB 1357 passed every committee and floor vote with nearly unanimous (only one “No” vote), bipartisan support.

For these reasons, [YOUR ORGANIZATION] strongly supports SB 1357 and we respectfully encourage you to sign the bill into law.

Sincerely,
[YOUR NAME]
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