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Media Alert – July 25, 2011 

  
East Bay Students to Celebrate Graduation from Summer Learning Programs 

  
Media Event 

 
  

Oakland, CA – Hundreds of low-income East Bay elementary school students enrolled in summer 
learning programs will celebrate their graduation on Friday, July 29 at Oakland’s Diamond Park 
with a “Field Day” of summer learning activities that would make Michelle Obama proud. 
 
What: More than 300 low-income East Bay students will enjoy a variety of fun, hands-on team-
building activities that reinforce their summer learning curriculum – physical education, community-
building, environmental education and nutrition – and celebrate their successful completion of this 
premier summer learning program. 
 
When: Friday, July 29, 9:30am – 11:30am 
 
Where: Dimond Park, 3860 Hanly Rd, Oakland, CA 94602 
  
Interview opportunities include: 
• Low-income East Bay students enrolled in summer learning programs 

 
• Bay Area and national experts on summertime learning 
  
   
Media Contact: 
Deborah Schneider, dschneider@prandcompany.com /415-277-6973 
  
Steven Wirt, steven@partnerforchildren.org / 510-967-2899 
 
 
Summer learning programs are vitally important in preventing student “summer learning loss” and 
engaging low-income students in meaningful educational enrichment activities during the summer 
months.  
  
Summer learning programs contribute substantially to children’s education, with a vast body of 
research showing that children’s participation in summer learning programs is a major factor in 
their academic success. 
  
A lack of summer learning and enrichment opportunities leads to “summer learning loss” – a loss in 
students’ academic skills and knowledge during the summer months. 
  
 
 

mailto:dschneider@prandcompany.com�
mailto:steven@partnerforchildren.org�
mailto:steven@partnerforchildren.org�
mailto:steven@partnerforchildren.org�
mailto:steven@partnerforchildren.org�
mailto:steven@partnerforchildren.org�
tel:510.967.2899�


 

Summer Matters  |   SummerMatters2You.net  |   facebook.com/SummerMatters2You  |   twitter.com/summermatters2u 
email learn@summermatters2you.net 

 

 
 
Summer learning loss, which is cumulative over time, contributes directly to a widening of the 
achievement gap between low-income and middle-income students. A lack of summer learning 
opportunities also contributes to increased student drop-out rates. 
  
Children from low-income households who lack access to summer learning programs also 
disproportionately gain weight in summer because they lack access to the recreational programs 
and meal programs available during the school year and spend more time watching TV and being 
sedentary, thus increasing their risk of childhood obesity. 
 
In California, the vast majority of low-income youth lack access to summer learning 
opportunities, putting them at increased risk for obesity and academic jeopardy: 
 

• Only 27% of California children participate in summer learning programs. 
 

• 48% of parents making less than $35,000 did not enroll their child in any summer program.  
 

• The majority of low-income youth don’t attend a summer school or program, and a 
substantial number are taking care of themselves without adult supervision in the summer 
while their parents are away at work. 
 

• Latino parents (32%) and African-American parents (31%) are more likely to say that there 
are no high-quality summer programs available in their neighborhood, compared with 15% 
of Asian parents and 20% of white parents. 

  
More information about summer learning in California is available from the Partnership for 
Children and Youth at www.partnerforchildren.org and 
http://www.facebook.com/SummerMatters2You  
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