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PCY’s HousED Initiative launched in 2010 with the innovative idea to invest in expanded learning programs 
in public and affordable housing. Building on PCY’s core commitment to increased accessibility and quality 
of after school and summer learning programs as a strategy to close achievement and opportunity gaps, 
the effort started with a series of trainings for staff at a single housing site. Since that time HousED has 
built a broad regional network of housing providers who serve more than 12,000 children and youth at 
more than 100 program sites across the Bay Area and Sacramento. 

Unlike their school-based counterparts, there are no public funding structures to support and improve 
quality in these programs. HousED has worked to fill this gap for housing providers with training, coaching, 
and network building to advance the quality of and increase access to these critical programs. A multi-year 
independent evaluation confirms that our approach has resulted in lasting gains for staff skills, program 
safety and quality, youth voice, and organizational investment in these programs that serve some of our 
most underserved students where they live.   

The depth and breadth of HousED’s success has led to a bold new investment in our work from Funders 
for Housing and Opportunity (FHO), a consortium of national foundations. This visionary philanthropic 
initiative sees this work as a key component in housing stability and family economic development, and 
shares PCY’s belief that program quality and regional networks of support matter. A two-year FHO grant 
announced this year will support HousED’s expansion:

• Train and support partners in the Seattle metro region to launch their own network. A second pilot in 
another city will follow in 2019. 

• Develop tools and resources for national housing organizations so they can adapt and spread 
HousED’s model.  

• Together with national and regional housing providers and experts, build a communications and 
advocacy campaign that builds public and private investment in educational supports for youth in 
housing. 

PCY’s Director of HousED, Jenny Hicks is excited about the new communities that our work will now be 
impacting. “It’s thrilling to see your work through a new lens, with a different population. It’s going to be 
exciting to see how housing leaders in other places adapt HousED to meet the needs of their residents. 
We spend a lot of time creating structure and systems to help people, and it’s so rewarding to see others 
build on our work to change the lives of youth and families.” 

To learn more about our work in housing visit partnerforchildren.org/housing-and-education/

PCY Partners 
With National 
Funders to 
Expand Education 
in Public and 
Affordable 
Housing 

https://www.partnerforchildren.org/housed-evaluation
https://www.partnerforchildren.org/housed-evaluation
http://www.housingisopportunity.org/
http://www.housingisopportunity.org/
http://partnerforchildren.org/housing-and-education/


PCY 
Resources

California’s school districts have a new opportunity to make sure that no 
student starts the school day hungry. Research shows that students who 
have a nutritious breakfast are up to twice as likely to achieve above 
average educational performance.

In July, 2017 the California Department of Education implemented new 
rules that make it far easier for school districts to qualify families for 
free or reduced price meals at school. This new, more effective way of 
directly certifying students has improved access to meals for thousands of 
California’s students.  With more students getting meals free, districts can 
use this data to take advantage of rules that enable them to provide all 
students a free breakfast.

PCY is leading an effort to reach out to as many California school districts 
as possible to offer information sessions on how to leverage these new 
rules. Since our first sessions in San Diego in late September PCY has 
met with over 40 school districts statewide, which could lead to more than 
113,000 new students getting free school breakfast for the first time.

PCY Helps Kids Start the Day Right

PCY Leads the way for $50 MIllion 
Increase for Expanded Learning

This publication outlines the 
elements of a successful 
summer learning program, and 
how districts can invest Local 
Control Funding Formula funds in 
summer programs as a strategy 
to prevent summer learning loss 
and advance their Local Control 
Accountability Plan priorities.

Grounded in PCY’s research 
on funding strategies for after 
school and summer programs, 
this resource provides insight 
and examples from dozens of 
California programs who have 
successfully leveraged family 
fees to enhance the quality and 
sustainability of their programs.

This report, a collaboration with 
Policy Analysis for California 
Education, describes why and 
how California’s local education 
leaders are mobilizing and 
investing in expanded learning 
to close the opportunity gap, 
with specific ideas on how 
districts can take the next steps.

This two-page infographic 
bridges California’s Expanded 
Learning Quality Standards with 
key SEL outcomes at-a-glance.

Summer Learning:
A Smart Investment for 

California

Sustaining Expanded 
Learning Programs

Social-Emotional Learning 
In Expanded 

Learning Programs

Expanded Learning:
A Powerful Strategy 

for Equity

The California State Budget for Fiscal Year 2017-18 provided huge wins 
for K-12 education, including an additional $50 million in ongoing funding 
for the After School Education and Safety (ASES) program! PCY led the 
charge as coordinator of the Save After School Campaign, facilitating 
the advocacy efforts of thousands of individuals and organizations, who 
took collective action to bring increased investment into schools and 
communities. This is the first ASES Increase in over a decade.

Though the $50 million only goes halfway in meeting the field’s fiscal 
needs due to the increased state minimum wage, this is an essential 
first step that will allow programs to stay open and serve hundreds of 
thousands of young people in low-income communities.

To learn more about the campaign to save after school, visit saveafterschool.com

find all our resources at 
partnerforchildren.org/resources

https://cfpa.net/ChildNutrition/SBP/Legislation/BreakfastAndAcademics-2016.pdf
http://saveafterschool.com
http://partnerforchildren.org/resources
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PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH

The Partnership for Children & Youth (PCY) is an advocacy and capacity-building organization championing high-quality learning 
opportunities for underserved youth in California, with an emphasis on after school, summer learning, and community schools. For 
over 15 years, we have inspired and helped people, organizations, and systems to leverage their existing resources and work 
together to educate and support children in under-resourced communities. Grounded in research and experience, we train program 
providers, facilitate relationships between school districts and community-based organizations, and advocate for effective public 
policies. 

Our mission: PCY bridges policy and practice to support healthy development and school success for children and youth in under-
resourced communities. We ensure that people, organizations, and systems work together in effectively serving California’s young 
people. 

Our vision: All children and youth in California have the supports and opportunities they need and deserve to reach their greatest 
potential in school and life.

http://www.partnerforchildren.org
https://twitter.com/partnr4childrn
https://www.facebook.com/PartnerForChildren

